Vagolysis.
We describe the case of a 75-year-old man presenting with labile hypertension and symptomatic postural hypotension 13 months following radiotherapy for squamous cell carcinoma of his external auditory canal. Magnetic resonance image (MRI) scan demonstrated scarring and a probable recurrence of his tumour. He underwent autonomic testing, including muscle sympathetic nerve activity (MSNA), heart rate (HR) and blood pressure (BP) responses to a variety of stimuli. Results were consistent with baroreflex failure. Urinary catecholamine levels were within the high normal range. We postulate that baroreflex failure was caused by vagal and glossopharyngeal nerve damage secondary to radiotherapy and tumour recurrence. This diagnosis is rare, but should be considered with pure autonomic failure and phaeochromocytoma in the presence of labile hypertension, especially in patients with a history of radiotherapy to the neck and high-normal catecholamine levels.